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Agenda

1. Goliathwatch

2. Corporate Social Responsibility

= voluntary irresponsiblity

3. Mandatory Due Diligence

Germany, EU, UN

4. Anti-Trust and Un-Free Trade

Questions and Answers
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1. GOLIATHWATCH



Who?



Our Goals
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What is Economic Justice for Goliathwatch?

Thomas Dürmeier 

Doughnut Economics: 
Social and ecological limits to
the economy

Human rights:
Global realization for
alle people
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We need the right
strategy

Goliath-Tower, merchant house, Regensburg/Baveria



Three Pillars – Our Strategy
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Networking Campaigning Education



Income distribution Shaping 
Market Structures

„It is not about a piece of the
cake, it is about the complete
bakery.“

1968 student movement



…know your limits

We want
transpareny of your
supply chains!
www.goliathwatch.de



Are you able to escape as society

(president, climate justice movement, 

corporations) from the climate

catastrophy?



2. CORPORATE 

SOCIAL

RESPONSIBILITY

AGAINST

REGULATION 



Human and Labour Rights

1919: International Labour Organisation – Core 

Labour

1948: Declaration of Human Rights
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Labels – Consumer as Scape Goat
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Germany – over 600 labels

Coffee
4 % market share

Green washing
(cp. Unilver vs. 
Greenpeace)

 



Climate Neutrality: Marketing Fake News

Thomas Dürmeier 

EU – over 50% withou proof






Ethical Consumption

or Policital Action



Change structures

Ethical Consumption

or Policital Action



Global Compact vs Guiding Principles

• Kofi Annan vs. John Ruggie
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https://www.phoenix.de/sendungen/dokumentationen/bitterer-kaffee-a-1461505.html

4.000 people, forced land grabbing, 
no effective legal way to compensation

2001: Uganda and Neumann-Kaffee-Gruppe



Due Diligence Laws in Comparison



Power Relations – global food system

Bayer: glyphosat, biopiracy
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Farmers
Transport agents

Retailers

Households

Producers



80

80

You lose ONE FIFTH of your material well being!



Damage of Corporate Power

- 10 % fewer economic
action (dead weight loss)

- 10 % higher prices
(redistribution)

(vgl. counterpunch-Lit)

20 precent less



Start of a huge network campaign: September 2019 – German Reichstag, Berlin



KIK
Pakistan

258 deaths



https://www.business-humanrights.org/



3. MANDATORY DUE 

DILIGENCE 



Now, over 110 organizations all over Germany

Trade unions

Development organisations

Environmental groups

Worldshops
Corporate 
accountability
Network Germany

and many more



Law

Legislation 
moving

Government 
commitment

Preperation

European Coalition
for Corporate Justice

EU Commission starts 2021



UN Binding Treaty
Bad story
Ecuador/South Africa vs. Germany/EU



September 2020:
222.222 signatures to Labour Minister Hubertus Heil



Big business assocations against
Supply Chain Law



Corporate Community 
devided



European Union – final stage

40 
Corporations 
support civil
society
April 2023

https://www.business-
humanrights.org/en/latest-
news/business-statement-csddd/



Human Rights – where we are?
LIGHT
- EU wide
law
- EU legal 
system
- more
human rights
rights

SHADOW
- not the whole
supply chain
- no criminal
law/only civil law
- big loop holes
(„safe harbour“)
- weak
environmetal
human rights
- shift of burden of
proof
- banks and 
financial industry



Matrix for a Fair Economy

a) Inside the Corporation

b) Market Structeres

c) Action outwards

1) Transparency

2) Laws

3) Oversights and Controls

4) Democratic Steering

5) Further Elements



CONCLUSION



Vorgeschichte
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UN Binding Treaty



All Four Elements Together
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Political

Majority

Protests and 
Resistance

Living 

Alternatives
Education

Strategy



Corporate Power Increases
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CETA, JEFTA, and many more….

Corporate giants like Amazon
destroying markets etc.



Due Diligence Laws for Digital Giants?



Conclusion

• Historical double movement:

o Positive spread of mandatory due diligence law

o Negative spread of corporate trade agreements

• Long struggle necessary

 Major task: deminish corporate power
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR

ATTENTION



Supply Chain Laws – Global Struggles

Against profits without
morality only a legal 

framework helps now



Further information: 
https://www.business-humanrights.org/





Bayer

Rewe 

vs. 

Nestle

„Globale Wertschöpfungsketten“ „Global Value Chains“

Verbraucher

Einzelhandel

Bäuer*innen

Importeure

Hersteller

Agrochemie





Major Projects
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https://www.oxfam.de/ueber-

uns/publikationen/konzernmacht-digitalen-

welt

Guided tours through Hamburg

Climate and Corporate Power



BUND Schreibwerkstatt 2020: Postwachstumsbetriebe



Ethischer Konsum oder 

bürgerschaftliches Engagement



Ethischer Konsum oder 

bürgerschaftliches Engagement

Strukturen verändern



4 Säulen

Complaint
mechanism
at firm level

Transparency 
and fines

Risk analysis
and list of
measures

Civil liabilities
and law suits



Further information: 
https://www.twentyfifty.co.uk



UN Global Compact



Hamburger Initiative für 
ein Lieferkettengesetz

und viele mehr

Harburg



Juristische und wirtschafts-
wissenschaftliche Fachdebatte

Öffentliche Polemik und falsche 
Behauptungen (z.B. Handelsblatt, Welt,..)

Handelsblatt, 23. September 2020



Our Strategies

Eine Wirtschaft für alle Menschen, 
mit sozialer Gerechtigkeit 

und innerhalb der ökologischen Grenzen.

Demokratie statt Macht der Konzerne.

Aufklärung

Bildung
Vernetzung

Protest

und Druck
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